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_MEMORANDUM FOR:

{
STATINTL

Attached is a memo to the 4O Committee
regarding NSAM 156. I understand that you have
already received recently some related papers.

The DCI has seen this and copies have been

.sent to the DDI and Don Steininger. [ Jlhas

also seen this and is saving a copy for[ ]

STATINTL
I I

DDI/IRS, Reconnaissance Group

4 June 1971
(DATE)

FORM NO. |0| REPLACES FORM 10-10t

1 AUG 54

NRO and NASA
review(s) completed.
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STATINTL
STATINTL



QFICE

25X1A

e s : 25X1A

oy (SRR
LRI

: Approved For Relgase 2006/03/17 : CIA RDP79801709A002000050006 0

e

(S)NKHONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OF THE DIRECTOR ' . )TUUQ !‘ R 19-/1 \

)

-
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&FMOkAVDUM IFOR MR. PACKARD"
i MR. HELMS

SUBJECT: 40 Committec Agenda Iltews - ’

NASA has recently discu ssed with us two items concer
photography from space. oth impinge upon the guidelines

established by the NSAM 1)6 Committee and the VASA DOD &
Applications Coordinating Committee interpretation of th
guidelines. Both have been submitted for 40 Committece

CONTRQUETTR 1

ﬁing
3
arvey
Ob@

consideration; the following comments are for your lHLOﬁIdLIOﬂ.

The first item relates to the use of an Unclassigle
focal length HYCON camera on board the SKYLAR scheduled

d 18"

for 1973 1aurch. The best resolution of this camera could .

approach 30 feet from SKYLAB even though the majority of
‘photographs are expected to be in the 60 foot range. Yo
will recall that we have used a guideline that 20 meters
resolution for NASA photography of ‘the earth.is non-
provocative, and that five meters from any altitude is
acceptabla for future earth sensing systems. It is our

consideration that the SKYLAB experiment meets the future

.

u

system criterion and that it is reasonable to -permit NASA

to proceed with this plan, recognizing that details of

photoqraohi- operations must be addressed as mission plans

are firmed.

At Tab A is a NASA letter soliciting 40 Committes views

on the use of the HYCON camera for the SKYLAR mission.
understand that this subject has not yet been made a
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40 Committee agenda item, but that Dr. Kissinger is con-
sidering reconvening the NSAM 156, Committce to review the
policies which should apply to future NASA photographic
missions in space. You will recall that such a review )
was approved by the 40 -Committee in April of 1970, during .
consideration of Apollo 13 Rarth Orxbital Contingency mission. .

-

. The review was not conducted, however, and NASA missions then

identified prcscntod 110 prob]om in interpretation of the
guidelines. An NSAM 156 Committac revicéw now appears more
appropriate.

The sccond item is the Apollo 15 contingency mlSulOu
plan. This mission will carry an ITEK 24" focal ]OWOLh

~panoramic camera for lunar use. Should a decision’ be made

to fly an earth orbital mission, the ITEK camera is capable
of resolution of 25 to 35 feet from an altitude of 230 miles.
This resolution does cause concern, for it is better than
that permitted by the current zuidelines for systems flown
in the near-term time frame. You will recall that a similar
carth orbit contingency plan was approved for the ApolJo 13
mission, and subsequently for Apollo 14, although the-best
cprcLem resolution was 30 feet, using an 18" focal length
HYCON Lunar Terrain Camera.

It is believed that the contingency mission would be’
acceptable with constraints. The 40 Committee approval of
the Apollo 13 and 14 contingency plans specifically excluded
pnoLoorapay of the USSR and Communist China, and I recommend
that the same reservations apply to the npOllO 15 contingency

plan. I do not object, however, to NASA's more stringent
proposal to limit photography to the Cont inental United States
and contiguous areas. In addition, all earth-looking photog-

capny should be subject to an interagency security review in
keeping with prior prdCflCC. The review group should consist
of representatives from State, Defense,.NASA, CIA and the NRO.
This review would insure that no photovraph/ is released which
woulcd impact oun U.S. policy or security interests. It 1is

\

25X1A

S | g

' CORTRGL KO

BTy T Reea

Approved For Release 2006/03f51¢1- GiA- Mﬁ)P?%Bm709Aoozoooosoooe’v—-~§'—— —

Far mEN FRANM ATIUATIC ATGRADING pPAGE aF - PACE",



25X1A

25X1A

Approved Fomease 2006/03/17 : CIA RDP79BO17M02000050006 0

anticipated that this item will be included on the L

)
2 Attachments
'1. Ltr to Dr. Kissinger
ded Apr 14, 1971 | | 25X1A
2. Memo for Dr. Kissinger,
dtd May 20, 1971 ( | 25X1A
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